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Adelaide and Sydney Airport Curfews

Fact Sheet
Introduction
The operation of aircraft generates noise and this can cause
an adverse reaction from those that live near airports or
under frequently used flight paths. Consequently in a
number of airports aircraft operations are restricted in a
number of ways particularly at night when the “nuisance” is
greatest. The effects of high decibel noise emitted from
aircraft have been widely studied and evidence suggests
exposure to excessive aircraft noise can have an impact on
human health and well-being. To mitigate these impacts on
the local community in proximity to airports at Adelaide
and Sydney Airports a curfew exists that restricts activity to
specific aircraft and operations between the hours of 11 pm
and 6 am.
Both Adelaide and Sydney Airports must comply with
federal legislation that curtails the movement of certain
aircraft between 11pm and 6am. The regulations covering
these curfews are the responsibility of the Department of
Infrastructure and Regional Development but it is
Airservices Australia that monitors aircraft during the
curfew and reports appropriately to the Department.
Adelaide Airport’s curfew is detailed in the Adelaide Airport
Curfew Regulations 2000 and Sydney Airport’s curfew is
detailed in the Sydney Airport Curfew Act 1995. The
curfews are legally enforceable and fines can be issued for
their non-implementation. The maximum penalty that can

be issued at Sydney Airport, for example, is $500,000.
There are certain exceptions to the curfews detailed within
the acts. For example it should be noted in Adelaide that a
certain quota of arrivals by international passenger aircraft
can land in the ‘shoulder period’ between 11pm-midnight
and 5am-6am. Up to 8 international flights may land each
week but no such aircraft is allowed to take off due to the
greater noise emittance from this activity.

Furthermore it should be noted that it the curfew does not
represent a total blanket ban. Under the appropriate acts
and regulations small noise certified propeller aircraft
under 34,000kg can operate without a quota. These
airplanes are mostly business or small freight aircraft. This
is particularly essential for the movement of time-critical
freight such as mail and food transport. Again there are
certain exceptions – Toll Transport have specific approval
to operate a limited number of freight movements per
week in medium size freight aircraft from Sydney.
Low noise heavy freight aircraft are permitted with a quota
(15 take-offs and 25 landings per week). Low noise jets that
have been gazetted by the Minister are also permitted to
operate during the curfew.

Curfew Impact
The impact of the curfew restrictions can result in aircraft
that are scheduled to arrive close to the restricted time
period to either burn more fuel to get in on time or
unnecessarily burn fuel if they arrive before they are
allowed to land. The impact of the curfew also limits airport
capacity, causes congestion at certain times, and reduces
efficient use of infrastructure. The most widely reported
impact perhaps is the loss of potential tourists to these
cities, in particular Adelaide.
The 2013 approval from DIRD for four Cathay Pacific
international flights into Adelaide during the shoulder
period is estimated to produce $24 million worth of tourist
dollars each year to South Australia’s economy. It is argued
that the curfew impacts on South Australia increasing its
tourist numbers particularly those from Asia from similar
carriers that would land in Adelaide if not for the curfew.

Improvements
Despite the long standing issue with noise in and around
airports - aircrafts are producing less environmental and
noise impacts than they did in the past and Airports are
working hard to reduce their impacts on the surrounding
community. Every year aircraft and engine manufacturers
spend billions in looking to reduce the noise emissions from
their products. The Civil Aviation Organisation has found
that new aircraft today are 75% quieter than they were 40
years ago.
To accommodate jets that could be considered low noise
jets the Minister can gazette certain aircraft models to
operate during the curfew. This list is updated regularly but
usually only contains small business jets and an argument
could certainly be made it should start to look at bigger
aircraft, particularly models that produce significantly less
noise than the models they replace.
Quieter aircraft has allowed Sydney airport to reduce the
area of land affected by its noise by 1,150 hectares or
35.6% since 1976 despite the increase in air traffic.

This will likely continue to increase as the next generation
of quieter aircraft are being rolled out currently. Sydney
airport itself has seen the introduction of the Airbus A380,
Boeing B-77, B787 Dreamliner and B747-8F. For example
new fuel efficient aircraft such as the A380-800F (with a
freight carrying capacity of 150t, comprising 71 large cargo
pallets or containers on three decks) have reduced the
typical noise emitted over similar aircraft.
Despite having a payload capacity 30% larger than that of
the nearest competitor aircraft Airservices Australia
released a report showing than an Airbus A380 departing
from or arriving at Sydney is between 2.1 and 6.7 decibels
quieter than the 747-400, the older aircraft it typically
replaces. A decibel is the measurement of sound and a 10decibel increase indicates a 10-fold increase in noise
energy. A three decibel reduction in aircraft noise is
considered as having halved an aircraft’s energy noise.
Furthermore significant efforts at significant costs have
been undertaken by Adelaide and Sydney Airports to
reduce the level of noise emitted from their activities. Each
airport must include noise reduction strategies within their
intermittent Master Plans that are submitted for approval
to the Minister.
For example Sydney Airport alone has spent in excess of
$100 million developing its infrastructure that will support
current and future quieter aircraft. To accommodate the
Airbus A380 for example Sydney Airport undertook work on
its airfield – widening pavement shoulders and flanks for
various runways, strengthening an airport tunnel,
relocating a Taxiway to accommodate greater aircraft
clearance, provided additional apron capacity, relocated
fuel points and fuel lines in T1 and provided additional
parking space for the aircraft among a range of other
measures.
It is quite evident that with continued infrastructure
improvements and more advanced aircraft with lower noise
emissions the impact on the local communities in proximity
to both Adelaide and Sydney Airports will be reduced for
the benefit of all.

