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The Australian Maritime Safety Authority ...

… and the Marine Environment
Introduction
Shipping accounts for approximately 90% of the world’s
trade by volume. Despite only having a population of 23
million Australia is the fifth largest shipping nation in terms
of tonnes shipped and kilometres travelled. Having such a
high percentage of the world’s ships visit Australian ports
has the potential to impact on the marine environment if
not carefully managed. In particular certain shipping
activities have been identified that may have a serious
impact on the marine environment. These include:





Discharge of ballast water
Disposal of marine debris, waste materials and
sewage
Oil spills
Noise and air emissions

In Australia this is particularly true around port areas where
there is a low water exchange rate and usually nearby
settlements where air emissions can impact on their health.
The International Maritime Organisation is the United
Nations technical-body responsible for maritime safety and
maritime pollution, and since 1948 has been working

towards reducing the impact of shipping on the
environment. Australia has been a member of the IMO
from the beginning and is an active participant in its
delegations. To address these issues within Australia and its
territorial waters and in accordance with its responsibilities
as an IMO member The Australian Maritime Safety
Authority Act 1990 was passed. This created the Australian
Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) to protect the marine
environment from pollution and other shipping-related
impacts on the marine environment.
AMSA’s principal functions are to provide strategic advice
and operational oversight on maritime safety and
environmental issues as well as provide infrastructure to
support safety of navigation in Australian waters. As a
result AMSA is fully or partly responsible for a number of
environmental obligations.

Some of AMSA’s responsibilities include:

Wreck Removal




The IMO’s Nairobi International Convention on the
Removal of Wrecks entered into force on the 14th of
April 2015 after being adopted in 2007. The WRC will
make shipowners financially liable and will require
them to take out insurance or provide other financial
security to cover the costs of wreck removal.





Port State Control Program
2014 National Plan for Maritime Environmental
Emergencies
International Convention for the Control and
Management of Ship’s Ballast Water
Wreck Removal
Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Ships (MARPOL
Annex VI)

Port State Control Program
Both Australian and Foreign vessels operating within
Australian waters are required to comply with Australian
legislation on maritime safety and environmental laws.
These requirements are monitored by AMSA and Australian
Customs. AMSA inspects these ships to ensure their
compliance and is internationally recognised for their
vigour in tackling substandard shipping.

2014 National Plan for Maritime
Environmental Emergencies
AMSA manages the national plan for Maritime
Environmental Emergencies. The Plan is one obligation
imposed through its membership to the IMO and signatory
to their various Conventions. According to AMSA the plan
“provides a single, national, comprehensive and integrated
response arrangement to minimise the impacts of marine
pollution from vessel casualties and spills from offshore
petroleum facilities, as well as other environmental impacts
arising from a maritime environmental emergency, upon
the Australian community, environment, cultural and
heritage resources, economy and infrastructure”.
While not a traditional plan it provides policy and guidance
to direct uniform marine emergency responses.

International Convention for the Control
and Management of Ship’s Ballast Water
While AMSA is not the lead agency in ballast water
management it does play a role in implementing the IMO
convention that looks to manage and mitigate the impacts
and biosecurity risks from ballast water discharge in
Australian waters.

However Australia has not ratified the Wreck Removal
Convention but ships operating in Australia must
comply with the Navigation Act 2012 that deals with
wreckages and largely covers the same legislative
requirements though with the notable exclusion of
insurance. AMSA has responsibility for these related
operation activities in Australian waters under the
Navigation Act 2012.
As well as covering wreck removal and the
environmental impacts associated with AMSA has
responsibility for vessel survey and certification,
construction standards, crewing, seafarers’
qualifications and welfare, occupational health and
safety, carriage and handling of cargoes, passengers,
marine pollution prevention, monitoring and
enforcement activities under the Act.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Ships
(MARPOL Annex VI)
The shipping industry became the first international
industry to introduce a mandatory global emission
reduction regime. Through the IMO’s MARPOL Annex
VI new ships must comply with the Energy Efficiency
Design Index (EEDI) and the Ship Energy Efficiency
Management Plan (SEEMP) for all other ships. This will
require all ships to meet a certain energy efficiency
requirement and for all Ships to have a Ship Energy
Efficiency Management Plan.

