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The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

… and Australia
Introduction
The UNFCC is the premier global forum for climate change
negotiations at the United Nations. It developed out of the
Rio Earth Summit in 1992 and materialised in 1994 after the
Copenhagen Conference. Australia is a party to the
Convention. As a signatory of the Convention, Australia
must meet certain conditions including emission targets
and release a number of national reports. A National
Communications Report must be released every four years
on how Australia is working towards the implementation of
the Convention. A separate National Inventory Report must
be published annually detailing the amount of greenhouse
gas emissions produced within Australia.
Australia does undertake an active role within the UNFCC. It
chairs one group consisting of Russia, USA, Japan, New
Zealand and Norway among others that produce 30% of the
world’s total emissions.

Emission Reductions
Probably the most known outcome from the UNFCCC in its
20+ year history is the Kyoto Protocol. This committed
signatories (192 parties including Australia) to reducing

their greenhouse gas emissions. It was adopted in 1997 by
the UNFCCC and entered into force in 2005. Australia didn’t
adopt the protocol at first but did so after the 2007 General
Election. The protocol in Australia entered into force in
2008. Australia’s first set target resulting from the protocol
was to limit its emissions to 8% above their 1990 level over
the 2008–2012 period.
In Doha at the 2012 Convention, the protocol was amended
to commit nations to a second commitment period.
Australia and 36 other nations agreed to implement
strategies to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions by 5%
below 1990 levels by the year 2020. This is the basis for
Australia’s current emission target and the basis for the
current government’s Direct Action Climate Policy. The
target is comparable to China, the US and the EU.
The next Convention is to be held in Paris in November/
December 2015. Nations have agreed to work towards
announcing nationally determined contributions to the
Convention for the post-2020 period. Paris will represent
the deadline for these negotiations.
As part of the negotiations the Australian government has
committed itself to a review of greenhouse gas targets post

2020 before the Conference.
The review is being undertaken by a special taskforce within the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet in
conjunction with the Departments of Foreign Affairs and the Environment.

Reporting
As part of its reporting requirements Australia released its latest National Communication in 2013 (its sixth edition). The
document outlines a detailed description of Australia’s national circumstances, overarching responses to climate change,
current inventory of greenhouse gases, the nation’s vulnerability to climate change impacts and adoption of measures to
address these impacts among others. Some of the figures can be seen in the charts below.
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While the Protocols Australia has entered into have no direct bearing on the transport and logistics industry per se, it does
commit Australia into reducing its current emissions which can only be achieved through carbon reduction measures
implemented through the industry.
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