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Australian Fuel Quality Standards

Fact Sheet
2002 marked the first time the Australian
Government implemented fuel quality standards
for petrol and diesel. The Fuel Quality Standards
Act 2000 placed on obligation on the fuel industry
to meet strict environmental requirements.
Leaded petrol was prohibited and measures to
reduce the level of sulphur in diesel fuel, and
other toxic pollutants in vehicle emissions such as
benzene and particulates was legislated for.
Today in Australia there are fuel quality standards
for:


Unleaded petrol



Premium unleaded petrol



E10



Diesel



Autogas



Biodiesel

Australia’s policy to harmonise with UN ECE
vehicle emissions standards, gave rise to the
premise that Australian fuel specifications should
be harmonised with the corresponding European
Directives for market fuel specifications.
And as such progressive changes have been
implemented in stages over the years to ensure
that Australian fuel standards are closely aligned
with European standards with positive impacts
for the environment and local community.
The first set of standards under the Fuel Quality
Standard Act for petrol and diesel saw Australia
adopt sulphur limits that linked to Euro 3 sulphur
limits for petrol (150ppm) from the first of
January 2005 and then Euro 4 sulphur limits for
diesel (50ppm) from the first of January 2006.

Some pollutants have estimated to have been reduced by up to 50% over the past 20 years. This has
resulted in Australia’s fuel quality being one of the cleanest throughout the world.
There have been two particular standards that the act oversees; Environmental standards and
Operability standards. The Environmental Standards regulates fuel parameters as above but the second
Operability Standards address the parameters of petrol and diesel that may not have as exact an impact
on human health as the environmental standards but can have negative impacts on the efficient
operation of an engine.
These measures ensure that the transport and logistics industry minimalizes certain emissions that can
be created from less refined petroleum products.

