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Climate Change and Greenhouse Emissions Reduction Act 2007

Fact Sheet
The Climate Change and Greenhouse Emissions
Reductions Act 2007 is South Australia’s primary
piece of legislation that deals with climate
change. The Act provides measures to address
climate change, sets targets to achieve a
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions within the
state and aims to facilitate the early development
of policies. Since 2015 the Act has been the
responsibility of the South Australian Minister for
Climate Change.
The Act in particular sets an objective of reducing
South Australian greenhouse gas emissions by at
least 60% by the 31st of December 2050 in
relation to 1990 levels. It also sets out the object
to aid the previous target through generating at
least 20% of the State’s energy through
renewable energy by the end of 2014.
The Act also provides for a number of reporting
requirements for the Government which must

address the effectiveness of the act on emission
reduction initiatives, reduction and targets.
Since the introduction of the Act South Australia
has been successful in reducing the emissions
produced within the State. Between 1990 and
2009 the state managed to reduce its total
greenhouse gas emissions from 32 million tonnes
to 29.5 million tonnes (an 8% reduction).
This has in part been achieved due to the success
in meeting the renewable energy target of 20%
by the end of 2014. SA reached this target three
years ahead of schedule, and has more than
doubled its renewable generation since the
commencement of the Act.
As mentioned previously there is a difficulty to
reduce the total emissions output of the
transport and logistics industry due to a rapidly
growing freight task. Without the introduction of

major technological or fuel advancements the industry is likely to continue to increase its emissions
over the coming years.
However the industry has become much more fuel efficient, reducing its emission intensity
considerably. The freight task throughout Australia doubled between 1990 and 2010, but road freight
emissions only increased by 36% in South Australia. However air, sea, rail and other transport related
emissions actually dropped by 18%1.
The industry will likely need government assistance to help reduce its emission intensity further and the
Act takes this into consideration by committing South Australia’s government to work with businesses
to develop and put in place strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
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