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Hazardous Waste (Regulations of Exports and Imports) Act 1989

Fact Sheet
The Hazardous Waste (Regulations of Exports
and Imports) Act 1989 is legislation that ensures
hazardous material is disposed of safely. It covers
both the import and export of material to and
from Australia to ensure the safety of people and
the environment at home and abroad.
The act ensures Australia is complacent with the
Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Waste and
their Disposal 1989. As well as encouraging the
safe management of hazardous waste the
convention also looks to reduce the generation of
hazardous waste. However the Basel Convention
does not cover radioactive waste or materials.
Waste is considered hazardous if it is listed as
hazardous in the Basel Convention or in the OECD
Regulation. To import or export hazardous waste
requires a permit from the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage. While the Minister
may only grant a permit to export hazardous
waste where it can be shown that the waste will
be managed safely and environmentally, no
export permits have been granted for the export

of hazardous waste to any developing country
since amendments to the Hazardous Waste Act
were introduced in 1996. The Australian
government allows the export of waste for final
disposal only in exceptional circumstances.
Furthermore waste shipments can largely only
take place between countries that are parties to
the Basel Convention.
Originally the Act just covered the import and
export of waste that lacked financial value but
since 1996 the Act was amended to include
wastes that possessed financial value – usually
recyclable goods.
Companies that move hazardous waste in and
out of Australia, or produce hazardous material
that will be exported need to be familiar with the
Act. The Act however does not affect the
movement of hazardous waste within Australian
borders. For companies that wish to move
hazardous material in Australia they are advised
to contact their state’s Environment Department
for further information.

