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South Australian Environmental Act Fact Sheet

Protection of Marine Waters (Prevention of Pollution from Ships) Act 1987

Introduction
South Australia has a specific law to deal with the
prevention of pollution from shipping. Introduced in 1987
the Protection of Marine Waters (Prevention of

Pollution from Ships) Act forces all South Australian
ports and ships operating within its waters to
comply with a series of legislative requirements to
ensure the protection of the marine environment.
The Commonwealth Government has a related law – the
Protection of the Sea (Prevention from Pollution from
Ships) Act 1983 and every other state as well as the
Northern Territory has introduced similar laws. The
particular Commonwealth law is administered by the
Australian Maritime Safety Authority.
The SA Act replaces the Prevention of Pollution of Waters
by Oil Act 1960 and deals with oil spills as well as certain
pollutions from substances other than oil. South Australia
also has the Pollution of Waters by Oil and Noxious

Substance Act 1987 that is directed towards pollution
prevention.
Similar to SA’s Protection of Marine Waters Act 1987, the
New South Wales and Victoria equivalent is similarly
worded – and all three laws grant the power of removal in
situations where a discharge has taken place or is likely to
take place1. Removals can be undertaken for the
prevention, limitation, dispersal, containment,
minimisation or removal of the pollution ibid.
Of note, the Act requires all ships operating in South
Australian waters to keep on board a shipboard oil
pollution emergency plan written in the language of the
ship master and the officers on board the ship. This
requires a detailed description of any actions to be
undertaken in such an emergency and how those on board
the ship can reduce or control any discharge from the ship.
Under the Act the maximum penalty for the illegal

discharge of substances into State waters is $1million.
So far in South Australia there has been one prosecution under this Act. In 2004 the Sea Angel, a cargo vessel, in operation in
Port Adelaide released 30+ litres of oil into the sea. They were successfully prosecuted in 2006 under the Act and the owners
had to pay a penalty of $30,000 as well as pay for the clean-up costs totalling $44,349.

References
1) White, 2007 https://books.google.com.au/books?id=V0RKs9np3KgC&pg=PA158&lpg=PA158&dq=%
22Protection+of+Marine+Waters+%28Prevention+of+Pollution+from+Ships%29+Act+1987%22+%22South+Australia%
22&source=bl&ots=Y8iPwjWac2&sig=3wynaxnhxqYEsmhqILQ0170e2M&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CEUQ6AEwCGoVChMIgpqix_SGxgIVQR2mCh29owCb#v=onepage&q=%
22Protection%20of%20Marine%20Waters%20(Prevention%20of%20Pollution%20from%20Ships)%20Act%201987%22%20%
22South%20Australia%22&f=false

