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The EPA Act 1993 (South Australia)

Environmental Act Fact Sheet
Introduction
In South Australia the primary piece of legislation



concerning environmental regulation is the Environmental
Protection Act (1993). It imposes an environmental duty on
businesses to take all reasonable and practicable measures
to prevent or minimise any resulting environmental harm.
It applies a precautionary approach to the assessment of
environmental risk.

When petroleum products are stored in a tank with a total
storage capacity exceeding 2,000 cubic metres.

The Act was significant in that it introduced a single,
integrated system of environmental protection for South
Australia. The Act is administered by the Environmental
Protection Authority and legislates the need for an EPA
works approval, licence or exemption to undertake actions
classified as a prescribed activity of environmental
significance, such as infrastructure development.



All South Australian Transport and Logistics operators have
a general duty under the Act, but the Act itself prescribes
specific responsibilities on the transport and logistics
industry to seek approval for some of the following
activities:



Storage of Diesel Fuel

Bulk Shipping

The Act prescribes the conduct of facilities for bulk handling
to and from wharf.
Railway Operations

Railway operators must seek EPA approval for construction
of infrastructure, as well as the operation of rolling stock on
a railway.
Other transport and logistics related prescribed activities of
environmental significance outlined in the Act include
activities associated with coal handling or storage,
dredging, transport depots or loading sites and waste
management.
In their day to day running transport and Logistics
operators, such as Flinders Ports for example, must operate
in accordance with this law.

Environment Protection Policies
Furthermore under the Act the EPA has developed a number
of Environmental Protection Policies, of which many relate to
transport and logistic operations such as the:


Environmental Protection (Air Quality) Policy 1994



Environmental Protection (Industrial Noise) Policy
1994



Environmental Protection (Machine Noise) Policy 1994



Environmental Protection (Water Quality) Policy 1994

These Environment Protection Policies are essential to the
management of the system, and the EPA must take these
Policies into consideration when assessing applications for
approvals, licences and exemptions under the Act.
For example the regulation of air pollution is generally
governed through the above Environmental Protection (Air
Quality) Policy 1994. It provides guidelines on appropriate air
assessment methodology and impact assessment criteria that
the EPA can use to decide on applicable applications.

Noise Policies

level and incidence of rail wheel squeal in order to minimise
environmental harm.
Noise levels are limited by Australian Design Rules for heavy
vehicles through ADR 83-External Noise. This standard defines
the limits on external noise generated by all motor vehicles as
to limit the contribution of motor traffic to community noise.
In South Australia, the EPA South Australia generally follow
the recommendations of the World Health Organisation
(WHO) in developing permissible noise limits and relevant
policy where they are practicable and achievable.
The Noise Policy establishes a set of controls that limit the
noise exposure of certain enterprises. It administers a set of
decibel ranges which certain industries should not exceed
depending on their location e.g. rural living, residential,
special industrial.
Ideally, factories, warehouses, transport hubs should not be
located beside residential areas. However when they are each
party has to be willing to accept restrictions.
Noise levels that should not be exceeded for both day and
night have been set for premises operating in different areas,
for example, lower noise levels apply to factories operating in
a residential area than to those in an industrial area. This
allows a balance between the needs of industry and housing.

One of the most significant areas covered by the Policies for
Transport and Logistics operators is the limits on producing
excessive noise. Virtually all processes generate noise and the
response to noise can be as wide and varied as the number of
activities that produce it.
Section 25 of the EPA Act 1993 requires all South Australians
to prevent or minimise environmental harm that may be
caused by excessive noise. More specified information such
as the times of the day or night and noise levels are defined
under the Environmental Protection (Noise) Policy 2007 (the
noise policy) which came into effect on 31 March 2008.
Although the Noise Policy affects everyone including
businesses licensed under the EPA Act 1993, non-licensed and
domestic premises, it does specifically exclude aircraft and rail
noise. Aircraft noise and Rail noise are often heavily criticised
throughout South Australia especially along the flight corridor
into Adelaide Airport and along the Adelaide Hills railway
lines, but to impact on their operations would seriously harm
SA’s economy.
Adelaide Airport already operates a curfew to limit the impact
on local residents and ARTC the owner of the Adelaide Hills
railway infrastructure maintain an Environment Improvement
Programme. This program sets out ARTC’s polices and plans
to take all reasonable and practicable measures to reduce the

In South Australia industrial and other-non domestic
noise should not exceed Source: www.epa.sa.gov.au

For More Information


Environmental Protection Agency South Australia
http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/



Environment
Protection
Act
1993
http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/Environment
%20Protection%20Act%201993.aspx



Environmental Protection (Noise) Policy 2007
http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/POL/Environme
nt%20Protection%20(Noise)%20Policy%202007.aspx

